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GoodNotes is an awesome note-taking app with decent PDF reading capabilities. Flexcil, on the other hand, is a PDF reader with some basic note-taking capabilities. If your work involves more PDF reading and annotating than handwritten notes, you might benefit from using a PDF reader like Flexcil. 




2-page view




Many users prefer a 2-page view when reading documents. Flexcil has that option. It even has a 4-page view, which is handy for annotating lecture slides (if they have space to write on). Learn how to make PDF lecture slides on your iPad. GoodNotes only shows one page at a time.




Full-screen mode




To give you more space to work with, you can remove the Status Bar from Flexcil. Then go into full-screen mode, which removes the tabs and most of the tools on your toolbar, leaving you with just the essential tools you need for PDF reading. In this mode, you can still: 




	Access all the opened documents (the ones you had opened on other tabs)
	Go back to the homepage 
	Access the thumbnails of your document 





Though it is not completely full screen, your screen is decluttered enough to help you concentrate. At the same time, it remains functional because you can access all the essential tools. 




In GoodNotes, you can only enter full-screen mode momentarily when you deactivate the inking tools of your Apple Pencil. This is when you need to navigate the hyperlinks in a document. You can’t annotate your PDFs in this mode. 




Easier access to PDF pages 




In GoodNotes, you can view all your PDF pages in a popup window: thumbnails, bookmarks and outlines. The setup in Flexcil is much better though. You can see all of that on a popup sidebar, which makes it all much easier to access than in GoodNotes. 




Flexcil also shows your annotations and links, making it easier to find them a bit later. GoodNotes does not have the option to view only your annotated pages. Should you need the GoodNotes approach, you can just zoom out and pinch your pages in Flexcil.




Gestures




Flexcil has a lot of PDF reading gestures for working faster:  




	Circling or striking out your text brings up a popup menu that lets you underline, highlight, copy, define, bookmark or search the text in your PDF.
	Brackets select complete paragraphs
	L-gestures capture images 
	Drag & drop extracts selected text





With these gestures, you don’t rely on the toolbar when reading your PDF. In GoodNotes, long-pressing text lets you Highlight, Strikeout, Define, Speak or Copy the text. Images are not as easy to capture. You must select the image you want with the lasso tool, Take Screenshot which you then share. Flexcil has a more pleasant PDF reading experience than GoodNotes because of its gestures. 




Linked PDF extractions




Linking your notes to their source is helpful for referencing later. Flexcil links your extractions to their source, which you can refer to with a single tap. The app has the option to show or hide the links. What’s more important, however, is how easily you can find what you’re looking for. This connection between notes and the PDFs they are from is amazing. It is the main reason to choose Flexcil over GoodNotes. GoodNotes doesn’t link your notes to PDFs. Both apps don’t support comments, but this linking feature is an acceptable workaround in Flexcil.




Editable text extractions 




When you extract text from your PDF, it remains editable in Flexcil. In GoodNotes, all your extractions are screenshots (images you can’t edit). In Flexcil, you can edit your extractions and the app still keeps a link to the source, which is awesome. 




Favourites toolbar




The favourites toolbar in GoodNotes is limited to three colours and three pen sizes. In Flexcil, you can save as many favourite pen tools as you want. You can even save pen tools specifically for underlining your notes. You will probably not need a lot of pens, but the limitation in GoodNotes has always been a little unpleasant. Three pen sizes using a millimetre gauge are few and rely on you remembering the thicknesses you replace. You won’t be replacing any pens from the toolbar in Flexcil. 




We always turn down sponsorships from developers who try to compromise our unbiased evaluations. Above all else, we treasure objective and honest reviews to help you pick the right tools for your digital transformation. Support Paperless X, from as little as $1 – it only takes a minute. If you can, please consider supporting us with a regular amount each month. Thank you.







One-time donation










Monthly donation










Buy us coffee








		
		
			



	


  Related Posts 
 
						
							
								
									 

														
																	
				Flexcil 2 for the iPad (2022): complete review
			

		iPad apps
														
																						
																			

								

							

						
											
							
								
									 

														
																	
				Noteful for the iPad (2023): complete review
			

		iPad apps
														
																						
																			

								

							

						
											
							
								
									 

														
																	
				Notability as a PDF Reader [updated 2023]
			

		iPad apps
														
																						
																			

								

							

						
											
							
								
									 

														
																	
				Notability vs Apple Notes (2021)
			

		iPad apps
														
																						
																			

								

							

						
											
							
								
									 

														
																	
				GoodNotes as a PDF reader [updated 2023]
			

		iPad apps
														
																						
																			

								

							

						
											
							
								
									 

														
																	
				PDFelement for the iPad (2023): complete review
			

		iPad apps
														
																						
																			

								

							

						
					
 




			
			
		
	


	
	
		
		
	
		Search for:
		
					
				Search
				
						  
						  
			
			
			
	

AI
Android apps
Apple apps
Best lists
Challenge
Dear editor
Devices
Google apps
iPad apps
Microsoft apps
Operating system
PC apps
Samsung apps
stationery
Tips and tricks
Updates
Wishlists
Workflows

    Name
    
      



	Email address: 
		





	


Leave this field empty if you're human: 

    
        Table of Contents                    
                hide
            
            


        
                    1
                2-page view
    
    
    
                    2
                Full-screen mode
    
    
    
                    3
                Easier access to PDF pages
    
    
    
                    4
                Gestures
    
    
    
                    5
                Linked PDF extractions
    
    
    
                    6
                Editable text extractions
    
    
    
                    7
                Favourites toolbar
    
    





	
Document360: our first impressions on the knowledge base management app
	
Noteful updates: 1.2.27 – 1.3.6: what’s new?
	
Intentional Living Planner 1.0: complete review
	
The free version of Notion for PC: complete review 
	
My productivity apps for 2024: what I am using
	
Notein for Android: complete review
	
How to use Noteful for FREE forever: 5 simple hacks
	
Adobe Acrobat Reader for PC: complete review
	
Noteshelf 3 for the iPad: complete review
	
Squid for Android: complete review

Join our community of Fantastic Humans

    Name
    
      



	Email address: 
		





	


Leave this field empty if you're human: 

Tags
AI (1)
Android apps (2)
Apple apps (13)
Best lists (3)
Challenge (5)
Dear editor (2)
Devices (16)
Google apps (8)
iPad apps (50)
Microsoft apps (6)
Operating system (1)
PC apps (17)
Samsung apps (3)
stationery (10)
Tips and tricks (33)
Updates (83)
Wishlists (3)
Workflows (19)


	





	 
	

			
	
					
											
							
			
We're supported by: 







		
						

											
							
			
	Find productivity tools
	Watch app reviews
	Master your apps


		
						

											
								
				

			

						

										

			





	
					
											
								
				Copyright © 2024 Paperless X. All rights reserved. | Privacy Policy | Cookie Policy

 


			

						

										

			




	
	


		
		
		

	
                
                	Scroll to Top

























			
				